AGENDA

ASTORIA TRAFFIC SAFETY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Astoria City Hall, 1095 Duane Street

Tuesday May 28, 2013 7:00 p.m.

CALL TO ORDER

ROLL CALL

MINUTES

a. April 23, 2013

REPORT OF OFFICERS

OLD BUSINESS

a. Pedestrian Safety Update — Jeff Harrington

ADJOURNMENT




ASTORIA TRAFFIC SAFETY ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Astoria City Hall
April 23, 2013

CALL TO ORDER:

President Innes called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.

ROLL CALL;

Commissioners Present: President McLaren Innes, Vice-President. Mark Cary, Thor Norgaard, and Zetty
Nemlowill

Commissioners Excused: Al Tollefson, David Pearson and.

Staff Present: Community Development Directer l.Assl City Manager Brett Estes, Planner

Rosemary Johnson, CityAtiérney Hennin rd, City Engineer Harrington,

Police Sergeant Brian.,

APPROVAL OF MINUTES — ITEM 3(a):

Cormmissioner Nemlowill clarified that, on Bag
paddles instead of flags, but was simply ref
of paddies was not her idea or proposal.

Commissioner Norgaard move

at the corner of 37™ and Marine Drive/Lief Erikson, is enthusiastic about
trian crossing. They have witnessed a positive change in both motorist
m to be working correctly and do not appear to require much

the Rapid Flashing Be
and pedestrian behaviol
maintenance.

PUBLIC COMMENT.

Drew Herzig, 628 Klaskanine Ave, Astoria, referenced an article published in The Daily Astorian on March 3,
2013. He stated the article seemed adversarial to the Traffic Safety Committee. The reporter was not present at
the meeting. Mr. Herzig regrets that the article seemed inflammatory. He appreciates the good dialogue that
occurs and does not want anyone to believe that this article reflects his opinions about the Traffic Safety
Committee in any way.

Commissioner Nemlowill commended Mr. Herzig for participating in the democratic process by speaking at the
Traffic Safety Committee meeting as a citizen, then running for City Council to continue working on issues at the
City Council level. She has never felt that Mr. Herzig has been adversarial to the Committee.

City Engineer Harrington expressed his appreciation for the Committee's work and invited the Committee
members to communicate with him directly about any issues. He briefly updated the Committee about some
pedestrian safety issues as follows:




¢ Staff has determined that RFBs will be beneficial at five Iocatlons Home Bakery on Marine Drive, 37" and
L|ef Erikson, Bay St. and West Marine Drive, the crosswalk at 21* St and Exchange St. at the hospital, and
6™ St. and IVIarme Drive. Suggest:ons for other locations are welcome.

*+ An RFB is currently in place at 37" and Leif Erikson. Newer model RFBs are now on the market;
however, the RFB at this intersection will not be upgraded unless required by a grant due to the
expense. The City is working with Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) to obtain funding.

« QODOT has offered to add cameras to the intersections where pedestrian flags are being used which would
enable the City to document behaviors. He reminded that the flags are visual aids; they do not relieve
pedestrians or drivers of their responsibilities.

e Making eye contact with drivers pricr to stepping out into the intersection seems to be the most effective
method of ensuring safety. Texting while crossing an intersection:and while drivmg increases the
chances that an accident with a pedestrian will occur. No sign would fix this issue.

« Research has been conducted on the City of Sisters, where a th month trial using the pedestrian flags
was conducted and the program was successful in this city. T oncern of the Public Works Director
was that pedestrlans get a false sense of security, which i a concern of City Engineer Harrington.
Using the flags increases visibility. :
« The City of Sisters did have some trouble mamtai

decreased over time.

s at first. However, theft

T to install cameras; has: "Staff made enough of their
is:concerngdiwith the theft of the flags and the false

Commissioner Nemlowill asked if it was necessary fo
own observations to draw conclusions about the flags. S
sense of security the flags seem to give pedestrians. City Eng ngton stated he has seen pedestrians
use the flags appropriately. Those pedestrians:benefit from increased visibility, particularly when a pedestrlan is
wearing dark clothing at dusk and at night. Asgentlens about the lntersectlon at 12" and Manne
Drive, where a fatal accident occurred. He has's ea i

believes the City will beg get feedback after the first few flyers have been received by citizens.

+ Parking removal at intersectiofis has been discussed. While this would improve visibility, it is not practical or
realistic in the downtown area as parking is already limited. Each intersection would need up to eight parking
stalls removed and this would need to be done at 55 intersections. One-way streets would not benefit from
removing parking. He noted the Traffic engineers are doing further research and will address this issue in
the TSP.

e He does not believe a pilot study would reveal new information. The City plans to analyze each block as
parking Ts and Ls, and marks that delineate parking spots are replenished. Engineering technicians will
look for opportunities to decrease the size of parking stalls from 24 feet to 22 feet. Intersections with
yellow painted curbs help mitigate traffic congestion by allowing large vehicles to park more easily. He
hoped to gain visibility by adjusting the size of these areas without causing problems for large vehicles
s0 the City does not lose parking.

Commissioner Nemlowill recalled comments at the work session about a potential State requirement to have 25
feet between the crosswalk and a parking stall. City Engineer Harrington replied it is a 20 foot requirement from

N




the crosswalk back to the first parking space. This is in the Oregon Revised Statutes. For some reason, many
cities do not obey this law, and no exemption has yet been found; but Staff continues to research this. Crosswalk
setback distances vary in Astoria; some intersections are at 20 feet while others are not. He noted the
Committee's prior discussion about limiting the height of vehicles parked at intersections and stated that a traffic
study recommendation was to limit the height of vehicles in lieu of the parking space setback.

Commissioner Nemlowill asked if the intersections deemed appropriate for RFBs are in line with the enhanced
crossings noted in the TSP. City Engineer Harrington stated those would be recommended in the TSP and they
agree with that list of intersections. Including them in the TSP will make the Ctty eligible to receive ODOT
funding. Certain ODOT funding programs require that projects be adenﬂﬂed in a TSP. The City received
$100,000 in Quick Fix funds to use for the concrete intersection at 8" Street and Commercial. The City would
like to obtain more of these funds before they run out.

City Engineer Harrington continued with the updates as follows:
« The City is still waiting on ODOT to approve color and size.€
upgrade all school crosswalks to make them the double:gide
signs have been delivered and need to be installed.
» The cost of upgrading crosswalks to the Continenta
« He recalled discussion at the last Committee’l
that without the two parallel lines, pedestrians

ast a long time when installed
s as standard crosswalks.

d a Pedestrian Safety Grant to
begin enforcement soon.
i upgrades “But specifically at the intersection where
Apartments. He talked to Julie Yip, a top pedestrian
vrobably force the issue with ODOT to install

ction. The City could contact the schools to get

safety person
enhanced

; ordinate‘él;-”\n.rith ODOT. City Engineer Harrington noted that ODOT is
section. Public parking at the apartment complex has become an issue.

President Innes asked if this project:would be included in the TSP. City Engineer Harrington explained that the
TSP will include a project that addrésses that intersection. Director Estes added that ODOT has proposed this
pedestrian project in the interim separate from the TSP to address the current need. The TSP will further discuss
the possibility of installing a roundabout at that intersection. City Engineer Harrington stated that when discussing
funding, a multi-modai approach is key. Projects that score higher in the Statewide Transportation Improvement
Program (STIP) will be projects that benefit all modes of transportation, which is good for Astoria because
several TSP projects address multi-modal needs.

Police Sergeant Aydt offered to speak with Ms. Yip again to gather more information. She seems to be weil
informed, even about issues in Astoria.

Mr. Herzig recalled prior discussion about ODOT being able to change the lights at one-way street intersections
to allow the pedestrian to cross before the traffic light changed. While eye contact is still critical, this would allow
pedestrians to get out into a more visible area of the intersection.




» On one-way streets, only the two parking stalls on the oncoming side of the street would need to be removed
because pedestrians on the far side of the street have plenty of visibility through the crosswalk. He believed
the Ts and Ls are too large and could be reduced in size to free up the needed space.

« He has been reading that Continental style crosswalks are more effective in terms of visibility and
maintenance. Public education would be necessary to make people aware that this is a type of crosswalk
because he has driven over speed tables that were marked Continental that were not crosswalks. The bars
in the Continental-style crosswalk at Fred Meyer in Warrenton are so far apart that a car can drive between
them. The City should be consistent in the use of these crosswalks and inform the public that they are real
crosswalks.

ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:33; o convene the Planning Commission

meeting.

ATTEST:

Secretary




